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1 of 1 review helpful Raeff on Speransky By Dedrick Siddall Well written Detailed and meticulous yet an enjoyable 
read A well done work on an important yet little known figure in Russian history An autocracy tempered by 
assassination clever foreigners used to say about the Russian empire in the 18th and 19th centuries With this bon mot 
the average curiosity about the Tsars government was satisfied and there seemed to be no need to look further into the 
matter There was on the surface of things some justification for such a definition many rulers had suffered violent 
death and little did the autocracy abate between 1725 and 1905 The impression created b 
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