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Many glimpses into what might be called library philosophy are scattered throughout the literatures of library history 
and library and information science but none has coalesced as yet Conversely theories relative to the operation of 
libraries rather than relative to why its operations are necessary in the first place are exceedingly abundant Not 
surprisingly fundamental misunderstandings are shared among public scholar and librarian about what the library i 
Retired from active academic work Osburn introduces a philosophy for the library using the processes of cultural 
evolution as a context for understanding why rather than how the social institution functions The concept of the library 
and the practice w 
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