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The Palgrave Handbook of Prison Ethnography provides an expansive overview of the challenges presented by 
qualitative and particularly ethnographic enquiry The chapters reflect upon the means by which ethnographers aim to 
gain understanding make sense of what they learn and the way they represent their finished work The Handbook offers 
urgent insights relevant to current trends in the growth of imprisonment worldwide In an era of mass incarceration 
hum Undertaking ethnographic observation in prisons troubles its practitioners Ethnography as a research practice 
always presents profound challenges in prisons the ambivalences and embarrassments the divided loyalties the 
fascinations and the tedium can be 
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