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3 of 3 review helpful a peek at a failed experiment By Ariel J Preminger Mr Balaban s honest look at his own 
experience as a product of the kibbutz allows the non kibbutznik reader to confirm what was intuitive that the utopian 
experiment of the kibbutz has gone awry much in the way other utopian experiments of a more grandiose scale based 
on the premise of a new man have gone Mr Balaban also enables us to use th Returning to the kibbutz of his childhood 
to attend his father s funeral Avraham Balaban confronts his buried yet still intensely painful childhood memories 
Comparing the kibbutz of today with that of his early years the author weaves together two interrelated stories a 
sensitive artist growing up in the intensely pragmatic world of Kibbutz Huldah and the rise and fall of a grand yet 
failed social experiment As he moves through the seven days of sitting shivah for h From Publishers Weekly The 
death of his father led Balaban to return home to Israel to mourn but when he arrived home to the kibbutz where he d 
been raised he realized that he was mourning more than the loss of his parent As he recounts in this deeply felt so 
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