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3 of 4 review helpful The challenges of life after prison By BMAR Elaine Bartlett s story is at times mind boggling A 
product of an impoverished life in New York Elaine decides to make quick money by delivering a drug package 
Caught up in a sting operation Elaine is sent to prison for 20 years to life in her first offense due to the stringent 
Rockefeller drugs laws in NY Author Jennifer Gonnerman follows t Life on the Outside tells the story of Elaine 
Bartlett who spent sixteen years in Bedford Hills prison for selling cocaine a first offense under New York s 
Rockefeller drug laws The book opens on the morning of January 26 2000 when Bartlett is set free and returns to New 
York City At 42 she has virtually nothing no money no job no real home All she does have is a large and troubled 
family including four children who live in a decrepit housi From Publishers Weekly A Village Voice staff writer s 
feature turned book about the impact of the Rockefeller drug laws on one family this narrative begs comparison with 
last year s bestselling Random Family Love Drugs Trouble and Coming of Age in the Bronx 
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